Prime Minister of Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal 
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Your Excellency,
I am deeply disturbed by reports that your government is pursuing a new policy of investigating and deporting Tibetans living in Nepal who do not possess valid residency documents. I am writing to express grave concern for the fate of these Tibetans, many of whom have long-standing ties to Nepal. Of particular concern are 137 Tibetans currently at the Tibetan Refugee Reception Center in Kathmandu who are being required to present evidence of their legal status in Nepal and who will be deported to India if they are found to be without valid documents.
As you know, many Tibetans flee Tibet each year, escaping harsh repression at the hands of the Chinese government, including suppression of freedom of speech, assembly, and religion. They face serious risk of torture and imprisonment if they return to Tibet. As a ratifying party to the UN Convention Against Torture (CAT), Nepal has the legal obligation to ensure that no Tibetan refugee is repatriated to China where they face the risks of torture, inhumane and degrading treatment. Article 3(1) of the CAT prohibits expulsion, return ("refouler") or extradition of any person to any State where there are substantial grounds for believing that s/he would be in danger of being subjected to torture". We trust that you will respect this obligation and will not force any Tibetans without valid documents to return to Tibet.
Tibetans who arrived in Nepal prior to 1989, and their children, are eligible to receive a refugee registration certificate (RC), which allows them to remain in Nepal. Thousands of Tibetans who are eligible for RCs – possibly including some of those currently in detention – have been waiting for years to be processed but are meanwhile without valid documents. We urge you to immediately resume the issuance of RCs for all Tibetans eligible for legal residency. 
This year has demonstrated to the world that China’s harsh rule in Tibet is an issue of global significance; one that must be addressed through multilateral efforts if a resolution is to be found. The Chinese government appears to be exerting strong pressure on Nepal to expel Tibetans and silence those who are speaking out for human rights and freedom in their homeland. The only lasting solution to the large numbers of Tibetan refugees passing through Nepal is for the Chinese government to work with the Tibetan people to find a resolution to the Tibet issue.
Nepal not only tolerates similar protests by the Bhutanese refugees but the Communist of Nepal has included the issue of Bhutanese refugees in its Common Minimum Programme. This gives reason to assume that you pursue a racist policy against the Tibetan refugees who face arrest, imprisonment and deportation.
As was evident in the lead up to and during the Beijing Olympics, people worldwide are gravely concerned by the situation inside Tibet. Now, you have an important opportunity to demonstrate visionary leadership on this issue by seeking to address the underlying cause of the flow of Tibetan refugees to Nepal rather than relying on superficial, short-term measures.
The world will be watching closely as you make your first major appearance on the global stage this month to address the 63rd session of the United Nations General Assembly, an institution founded on the principles of international peace and cooperation, equal rights and self-determination of all peoples, and respect for human rights. We urge you to demonstrate Nepal’s respect for these fundamental principles as you institute new policies that respect the rights to freedom of expression and assembly for all and contribute to the long-term resolution of China’s rule in Tibet.
Yours faithfully,



