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Your Exc e lle ncy,
On April 25th 2012, Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, the 11th Panchen Lama of Tibet, turned 23 years
old and and Tibetans, Tibet Supporters, and Buddhists all over the world are deeply concerned
about his wellbeing. Gedhun Choekyi Nyima and his family have been missing for 17 years.
Born on the 25th April 1989, Gedhun Choekyi Nyima and his family have been held by your
government since he was six years old, in an attempt to control religion in Tibet and thereby determine the Tibetan people’s culture and identity. Gedhun Choekyi Nyima is an adult and China
can no longer claim to speak on his behalf.
In March 2010, Tibet's Governor, Padma Choling, told reporters that “Gedhun Choekyi Nyima
and his family are now living a good life as ordinary citizens in Tibet.” Without evidence this
statement remains empty and we demand you prove that it is true.
A number of human rights mechanisms including the UN Committee Against Torture, the UN
Committee on the Rights of the Child, as well as the Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief, have called for his whereabouts to be revealed.
The global community will never accept China as a modern or progressive nation as long as injustices like the Panchen Lama's ongoing detention continue.
I therefore urge you to secure the immediate and unconditional release of Gedhun Choekyi
Nyima, Tibet’s 11th Panchen Lama and to get him reinstated to his rightful position. We are
deeply concerned about the Chinese government’s unyielding secrecy about the Panchen
Lama’s wellbeing and demand that you give proof of his whereabouts immediately.
Sincerely,
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