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The Tibetan scholar and writer Tagyal from Xining, capital of Qinghai province, was unrightfully detained
on 23 April 2010 by security officials who took him from his workplace, the Nationalities Publishing House
in Xining. Tagyal is a well-known Tibetan scholar, aged 47, who writes under the pen name Shogdung. 
We call on the authorities to release Tagyal immediately and unconditionally as he is a prisoner of consci-
ence, detained solely for his peaceful exercise of the right to freedom of expression.
We also urge the authorities to guarantee that Tagyal will not be tortured or otherwise ill-treated while he
remains in custody and that he  is allowed access to legal assistance of his choosing, his family and any me-
dical treatment that he may require. 
Tagyal is believed to be held in No.1 Detention Centre in Xining. We request that his family be allowed to
visit him. As we came to know, Tibetans in police custody, particularly those detained on alleged political
charges, are frequently tortured and otherwise ill-treated. Tagyal suffers from poor eye-sight and digestive
problems.
Tagyal was deeply moved by the earthquake which hit the Yushu prefecture on 14 April. Three days after
the calamity, he attempted to go to Yushu County to help, but he was denied the permit to go there. He is a
very generous person, who wanted to assist the people in need.
Freedom of thought, conscience and expression are fundamental human rights and are guaranteed by Art-
icles 18 and 19 in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and by the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights. Thus your country  must fulfil its obligations under international human rights law.
I therefore urge the prison authorities to guarantee the safety of Shogdung and refrain from torturing him. I
also call for his immediate release or to bring him to a fair and public trial under international human rights
standards and to allow Shogdung to be visited by his family, as well as by independent medical practitio-
ners and human rights monitors to examine his health conditions.      
Yours Sincerely,
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